Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research (CRaNHR)
CRaNHR Seminar Series 2011-2012
April 18th, 2012 (Wednesday)
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm

HSERC 109, Laurentian University
ATAC 6033, Lakehead University

Pamela Wakewich, PhD
Faculty Investigator, CRaNHR

“Gender and Place in Seniors’ Photovoice Accounts of Health Barriers and
Resources in Northwestern Ontario”

Photovoice is a qualitative research technique which is increasingly used to provide a broader range of
voices and visions in discussions about the current and prospective health of individuals and
communities. This presentation will describe the use of photovoice in a collaborative study of the social
and health promotions needs of seniors in two rural northwestern Ontario communities (B. Leipert, M.K.
Kelley and P. Wakewich). The significance of ‘place’ as both a health barrier and resource, and the role

of gender in shaping the senior men’s and women’s engagement with photovoice method will be
highlighted. The value of photovoice as a tool for empowerment and community engagement will be
explored.

Pamela Wakewich is Professor of Sociology and Women’s Studies, Site Director (Lakehead University)
of the OTC Health Sciences and Policy Research Program and a cross-appointment in Human Sciences at
NOSM. She completed her PhD in Sociology at the University of Warwick, U.K. Her research interests
include gender, body and health in rural and northern communities, the use of innovative qualitative
methods for health research, and transitions in social ideologies of health over time. With colleagues from
University of Western Ontario and University of Toronto she is currently exploring discourses on
biological risk, gendered responsibility, and young women’s and men’s decision-making about HPV
vaccination in Ontario.

This free seminar is open to all interested persons
Pay parking available in Lot D (Laurentian University)
Call Judy Leore at 675-1151 ext. 4347 for more information
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