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The International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) defines participation as 
“involvement in a life situation” (United Nations 2008). Playgrounds are important spaces in the daily 
lives of children due to the amount of time that children spend on them and the physical, intellectual 
and social skills that are learned. Although play is a crucial life situation for all children, often the 
policy and physical environments that shape playgrounds exclude children with disabilities. Thirty-
four elementary school playgrounds in Sudbury Ontario were audited using a modified version of the 
Ontario Parks Association playability tool. The findings indicate that there are significant barriers in 
terms of the quantity, quality and diversity of types of play spaces available to children with physical 
disabilities. The findings depict playgrounds as precarious spaces for the protection of the 
participation and spatial rights of children with disabilities. Addressing the policy and physical 
environments of school playgrounds has important implications for the health of children with 
physical disabilities and their families and their communities. Schools are important learning 
environments, where, in addition to academics, children learn and are exposed to attitudes and 
opinions concerning bodily differences. An inclusive school environment must include school 
playgrounds.  
 
Nicole Yantzi is an Assistant Professor of Geography at Laurentian University. She is also a faculty 
investigator with CRaNHR and program faculty with the School of Rural and Northern Health. Her 
Ph.D. (2005) was supported by a doctoral award from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and 
the Hospital for Sick Children Foundation. Before coming to Laurentian in 2007, she held post-
doctoral fellowships with the CIHR strategic research and training initiative in Health Care, 
Technology and Place (University of Toronto) and the Department of Population Health Sciences 
(Hospital for Sick Children). Her research which intersects the sub-disciplines of the geographies of 
health, disability and children is published in Social Science and Medicine, Health and Social Care in 
the Community and Gender, Place and Culture. As part of this ongoing research program Dr. Yantzi 
is working with staff at the City of Greater Sudbury and the Sudbury Children’s Treatment Centre to 
develop and build more inclusive playgrounds in Sudbury, Ontario.  
 

This free seminar is open to all interested persons   
Pay parking available in Lot D  

Call Margaret G. Delmege at 675-1151 ext. 4369 for more information 
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